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Executive Summry

The human rights situation in Palestine in 2024 is marked by extreme violations and an
escalating humanitarian crisis driven by ongoing conflict and political instability. The
circumstances on the ground call for urgent international intervention to address these
critical issues.

Israeli military operations in Gaza have resulted in more than 37,600 Palestinian deaths
since October 2023, alongside widespread destruction of infrastructure, displacing a
significant portion of the population. In the West Bank, reports of systematic oppression,
including illegal settlements and forced displacements, have raised alarms, with some
human rights organizations describing the situation as apartheid. Allegations of using
starvation as a method of warfare, and the obstruction of humanitarian aid, further
exacerbate the crisis. Arbitrary detention and torture are also widespread, with both the
Israeli authorities and the Palestinian Authority facing accusations of unjustly imprisoning
political dissidents.

Palestinian armed groups, particularly Hamas, have also contributed to the violence, with
indiscriminate rocket attacks on Israeli civilians causing significant casualties.
Hostage-taking incidents have raised additional concerns, with reports of gender-based
violence occurring in such situations.

Despite the grim situation, some progress has been made. International legal bodies,
including the International Criminal Court (ICC), are investigating potential war crimes by
both Israeli and Palestinian actors, aiming to bring accountability. Humanitarian aid efforts
are ongoing, though frequently hindered by blockades and military activities, while the United
Nations has passed resolutions urging Israel to comply with international law, although
enforcement remains a challenge.

The humanitarian crisis in Gaza is overwhelming, with 96% of the population dependent on
external aid for survival. Political divisions between Fatah and Hamas further weaken
governance and response to the escalating human rights abuses, leaving the population
vulnerable to continued violence, including extrajudicial killings and arbitrary detentions.

Key recommendations include an immediate ceasefire by Israel, the lifting of the blockade
on Gaza, and independent investigations into alleged war crimes. The Palestinian
government is urged to hold armed groups accountable and strengthen legal protections for
women and human rights defenders. International bodies and civil society organizations are
called upon to facilitate dialogue, advocate for victims' rights, and ensure the unimpeded
delivery of humanitarian aid.

In conclusion, the human rights landscape in Palestine remains critically unstable,
necessitating coordinated efforts from all involved to address the violations and support the
affected population.



Methodology

The methodology employed in gathering data for human rights reports on Palestine,
especially during the significant events of 2024, is a nuanced and multifaceted approach that
combines both qualitative and quantitative strategies. This comprehensive framework is
crucial for accurately capturing the complex realities of human rights violations in a region
characterized by conflict and political unrest.

Sources of Information

Data collection predominantly relies on a mix of primary and secondary sources:
Interviews:
Human rights organizations frequently conduct interviews with victims, witnesses, and local

activists. These firsthand accounts are vital for understanding the personal impacts of
systemic abuses. However, the fear of reprisal can limit participant engagement [1][2][7].

Field Research:

Researchers undertake direct observation and documentation of conditions in areas such as
Gaza and the West Bank. This involves assessing living conditions, access to essential
services, and the security landscape [3][6].

Reports from Local NGOs:
Local non-governmental organizations (NGOs) are instrumental in monitoring human rights
conditions. Their reports provide detailed incident accounts, often illuminating issues that

may be overlooked by international bodies. However, these organizations often face
operational challenges due to restrictions imposed by Israeli authorities [4][5].

International Reports:
Data is also drawn from publications by international organizations such as Human Rights

Watch and Amnesty International, which offer broader context and analysis based on
extensive research [2][7][8].

Government and UN Documents:

Official documents from the Palestinian Authority (PA) and various United Nations reports
help frame the legal contexts and policies affecting human rights in Palestine [1][5][6].

Data Collection Methods

The methodologies used for data collection include:



Qualitative Analysis:

This method involves thematic analysis of interview transcripts and field notes to identify
patterns related to human rights violations, such as arbitrary detentions or violence against
civilians [3][4][5].

Quantitative Data:

Some reports integrate statistical data on casualties, arrests, and other metrics to enhance
the understanding of the scale of violations [2][7][6].

Collaborative Research:
Many organizations collaborate to enhance the credibility and comprehensiveness of their

findings. For example, joint reports between Palestinian NGOs and international entities can
strengthen the overall impact of the data presented [1][5][7].

Limitations and Challenges

The research process encounters several significant challenges:

Access Restrictions:

Israeli military restrictions severely limit access for human rights workers to Gaza and

certain areas of the West Bank. This not only hampers data collection but also raises
concerns regarding the reliability of the information gathered under such constraints [2][3][8].

Safety Concerns:

The volatile security situation creates an environment in which researchers must navigate
significant risks, potentially deterring comprehensive data collection efforts [2][7][6].

Fear Among Participants:

Many potential interview subjects express fear of retaliation or repercussions from
authorities, leading to underreporting or incomplete data [1][5][8].

Political Biases:

The politicization of human rights reporting can skew data interpretation. Reports may face
criticism for bias depending on their sources or affiliations, complicating efforts to achieve
consensus on findings [3][4][8]-

Resource Limitations:

Many local NGOs operate with constrained funding and capacity, which can impact their
ability to conduct extensive research or advocacy effectively [5][6][7].



In conclusion, while the methodology for collecting data on human rights in Palestine is
robust in its diverse sources and methods, it faces significant challenges that may affect the
accuracy and completeness of its findings. The ongoing restrictions imposed by Israeli
authorities further complicate these efforts, underscoring the need for continued advocacy
for greater access and protection for those documenting human rights conditions in the
region [2][5][7].
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Human Rights Overview

The human rights situation in Palestine for 2024 remains critically dire, shaped by ongoing
political, economic, and social challenges exacerbated by recent escalations of violence and
international responses (1)(2)(3). This overview highlights the multifaceted context impacting
human rights in the region, focusing on significant events that have influenced the
landscape.

Political Context

The political environment in Palestine is characterized by a long-standing occupation and
internal divisions, particularly between the Palestinian Authority (PA) and Hamas (3)(4). The
PA has faced criticism for its governance and human rights abuses, including arbitrary
detentions and suppression of dissent (2)(3). In 2024, the PA's attempts to implement legal
reforms, such as the introduction of a Convention against Torture, have been overshadowed
by ongoing violations, including arbitrary arrests of political opponents and activists (2).

The recent UN General Assembly resolution calling for an end to Israeli occupation, backed
by 124 countries, reflects a growing international consensus against the status quo (5). This
resolution demands Israel terminate its unlawful presence in Palestinian territories within a
year and has been hailed by Palestinian leaders as a pivotal moment in their struggle for
self-determination (5). However, Israel's response has been dismissive, framing the
resolution as politically motivated and ignoring its implications for peace negotiations (5).

Economic Context

The economic conditions in Palestine are severely impacted by the ongoing blockade of
Gaza and restrictions on movement in the West Bank (3). The blockade has led to
widespread poverty, unemployment, and limited access to essential services such as
healthcare and education (6). The humanitarian crisis in Gaza has been exacerbated by
military operations that have resulted in extensive destruction of infrastructure, further
crippling economic opportunities for the 2.2 million residents (6).

The economic disparity between Gaza and the West Bank continues to grow, with many
Palestinians facing dire living conditions (6). The lack of a comprehensive domestic violence
law also highlights systemic issues affecting women'’s rights within Palestinian society (3).

Social Context

Socially, Palestinians continue to endure significant human rights violations amid escalating
violence. The recent conflict marked by attacks from both Hamas and Israeli forces has led
to unprecedented civilian casualties. Reports indicate that over 18,700 Palestinians were
killed during military operations from October 2023 to December 2023 alone (7). The
pervasive violence has not only resulted in loss of life but has also led to mass displacement;
approximately 1.9 million people were displaced from their homes during this period (7).



Civil society organizations face increasing challenges as civic space diminishes under both
Israeli military actions and PA governance (8). Human rights defenders have reported
intimidation and violence aimed at silencing dissenting voices (8). This environment stifles
any meaningful dialogue on human rights improvements or accountability for abuses
committed by both state and non-state actors (8).

Significant Events
Key events influencing the human rights landscape include:
October 7 Attacks:

Initiated by Hamas militants, these attacks resulted in significant civilian casualties in Israel
and prompted a severe military response from Israel against Gaza, leading to widespread
destruction and humanitarian crises (1)(3).

UN General Assembly Resolution:

Passed on September 18, 2024, this resolution calls for an end to Israeli occupation within a
year. It signifies international discontent with ongoing violations of international law
concerning Palestinian territories (5).

Escalation of Violence:

Throughout 2024, violence has surged not only in Gaza but also in the West Bank, with
reports of excessive use of force by Israeli security forces resulting in numerous Palestinian
deaths (1)(3).

In conclusion, the human rights situation in Palestine remains precarious amid ongoing
conflict and political instability. The interplay between local governance failures, external
military actions, and international diplomatic efforts shapes a complex landscape where
human rights continue to be systematically violated. Without significant changes in policy or
international engagement aimed at accountability and justice, prospects for improvement
remain bleak (1)(3).
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Civil and Political Rights

The civil and political rights situation in Palestine during 2024 is marked by severe
restrictions on fundamental freedoms, including freedom of expression, assembly, and
protection from arbitrary arrests and torture. The ongoing conflict and political turmoil have
created an environment rife with human rights violations, significantly impacting the
Palestinian population.

Freedom of Expression

In 2024, freedom of expression in Palestine has faced unprecedented challenges. The
Israeli military operations in Gaza have led to a near-total ban on foreign journalists and
significant restrictions on local media outlets. This has resulted in a dramatic decline in the
ability of journalists to report freely, with at least 108 media workers reportedly killed since
the onset of hostilities in October 2023. The situation has been described as an "all-out
assault" on the right to free speech, obstructing vital reporting on humanitarian crises and
perpetuating cycles of violence and disinformation”.

The Palestinian Authority (PA) has also faced criticism for its suppression of dissent.
Activists and journalists who criticize the PA or express solidarity with Gaza have
experienced harassment, intimidation, and arrest. Reports have documented arbitrary
detentions of individuals for posting critical opinions on social media, further chilling public
discourse?.

Freedom of Assembly

The right to peaceful assembly is severely restricted in both Gaza and the West Bank.
Demonstrations against Israeli military actions have frequently met with forceful crackdowns
by security forces. In recent months, numerous protests calling for an end to violence have
been violently dispersed, with participants facing arrests and physical abuse. The PA's
response to protests has included deploying riot police to suppress gatherings, often under
the pretext of maintaining public order®.

Significant events, such as Nakba Remembrance Day, have seen heightened tensions, with
authorities imposing restrictions on gatherings commemorating the displacement of
Palestinians. This has led to accusations that the PA is prioritizing its political survival over
the fundamental rights of its citizens®.

Arbitrary Arrests and Torture

Arbitrary arrests remain a pervasive issue within Palestinian territories. Reports indicate that
both Israeli forces and the PA engage in widespread arbitrary detention practices. The PA
has been accused of targeting political opponents and activists critical of its governance,
often detaining them without charge or trial®.

Instances of torture and ill-treatment during detention are alarming. Human rights
organizations have documented cases where detainees were subjected to physical abuse
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and psychological torture while in custody. The lack of accountability for these abuses
perpetuates a culture of impunity among security forces®.

Government Responses

Responses from both the PA and Israeli authorities to these human rights violations have
been largely inadequate. The PA has failed to implement necessary reforms to protect civil
liberties or hold security forces accountable for abuses. Instead, it has often resorted to
repressive measures against dissenters while ignoring calls for transparency and justice
from civil society organizations’.

On the Israeli side, military operations are justified under national security concerns but
frequently result in excessive use of force against civilians. The international community's
response has been criticized as insufficient, with calls for investigations into these violations
often met with resistance from Israeli officials, who dismiss them as politically motivated®.

Overall Impact on the Population

The cumulative effect of these violations is a profound sense of fear and disillusionment
among the Palestinian population. Many individuals feel unable to express their opinions
freely or participate in civic life without risking arrest or violence. This environment stifles not
only political dissent but also social cohesion within communities struggling against external
pressures.

As civil society organizations continue to document these abuses, there is a growing call for
international intervention to protect Palestinian rights and hold violators accountable.
However, without substantial changes in both local governance and international diplomatic
engagement, the prospects for improvement remain bleak.

In summary, the civil and political rights situation in Palestine during 2024 is characterized by
significant repression across various dimensions—freedom of expression is stifled,
assemblies are violently suppressed, arbitrary arrests are commonplace, and instances of
torture persist unchecked. The ongoing conflict exacerbates these issues, leaving the
Palestinian population grappling with severe limitations on their fundamental rights.
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Rights of Specific Groups

The human rights situation in Palestine during 2024 has been marked by severe violations,
particularly affecting women, children, LGBTQ+ individuals, and ethnic or religious
minorities. The ongoing conflict and political instability have exacerbated existing inequalities
and discrimination, posing significant challenges to the rights and safety of these vulnerable
groups.

Women

Palestinian women have faced disproportionate suffering amid the escalating violence. The
UNFPA estimates that over 1 million women and girls lack access to essential sexual and
reproductive health services. Many are forced to give birth under perilous conditions due to
the attacks on hospitals and the obstruction of humanitarian aid[3]. Consequently, maternal
and neonatal mortality rates have risen sharply, with a staggering 300% increase in
miscarriages reported between October and December 2023[5].

Additionally, women are at heightened risk of gender-based violence, including sexual
exploitation and intimate partner violence, especially in overcrowded shelters[5].
Discriminatory personal status laws persist, affecting women's rights in marriage, divorce,
child custody, and inheritance. Although the Palestinian Authority (PA) has considered a draft
family protection law, women's rights groups argue that it falls short of adequately preventing
abuse or protecting survivors[8].

Children

Children in Palestine have borne the brunt of the violence, with 70% of the over 40,000
casualties being women and children[3][4]. Thousands have been orphaned or injured, and
many are at risk of early and forced marriage as families seek to cope with the instability[5].
The lack of access to education and counseling services has perpetuated misconceptions
and normalized gender-based violence, severely threatening the healthy development of an
entire generation[5].

LGBTQ+ Individuals

The situation for LGBTQ+ individuals in Palestine remains precarious, characterized by
limited legal protections and societal acceptance. Although the PA has made some attempts
to address discrimination based on sexual orientation or gender identity, significant gaps
remain in ensuring the rights and safety of this community[2]. The social stigma surrounding
LGBTQ+ identities further exacerbates their vulnerability, often leaving them without support
or recourse.

Ethnic and Religious Minorities
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Ethnic and religious minorities, particularly Bedouin communities, continue to face significant
challenges, including ongoing displacement, home demolitions, and restricted access to vital
resources and services in the West Bank[8]. The Israeli occupation, coupled with internal
divisions, has heightened tensions and marginalization, placing these minority groups in
precarious situations often exacerbated by the broader conflict.

Progress and Challenges

Despite the dire circumstances, some positive developments have occurred in 2024. The PA
has taken steps to ratify the Convention against Torture and its Optional Protocol, integrating
it into Palestinian law[8]. Additionally, the UN Subcommittee on Prevention of Torture has
conducted visits to detention facilities in the West Bank, although reports of arbitrary arrests
and torture allegations persist[8].

However, the ongoing conflict and political instability continue to hinder meaningful progress.
The Israeli blockade of Gaza and restrictions in the West Bank have crippled the economy
and access to essential services, disproportionately impacting vulnerable groups[8].
Furthermore, the lack of accountability for human rights violations and the absence of a
comprehensive legal framework to protect the rights of all Palestinians remain significant
obstacles.

In conclusion, the human rights conditions for specific groups in Palestine during 2024 have
been marked by widespread violations and limited progress, particularly for women, children,
LGBTQ+ individuals, and ethnic or religious minorities. Addressing these pressing issues
requires a concerted effort from all stakeholders to prioritize human rights, ensure
accountability, and work towards a just and sustainable peace.

16



Citations:

1.

2.

https://www.globalministries.org/the-ywca-of-palestine-international-womens-day-stat
ement-2024/
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/human-rights-situation-in-opt-unohchr-23feb-20
24/
https://palestine.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/peace-security-humanitarian-response

[facts-and-figures/conflict-in-palestine
https://migrantwomenpress.com/2024/05/02/there-is-no-liberation-of-women-without-t
he-liberation-of-palestine/
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/acaps-thematic-report-palesti
ne-impact-war-gaza-sexual-and-repr tive-health-and-health-rights-women-and-qi
rls-03-may-2024

https://www.alhaq.org/publications/18891.html

https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-palestine
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2024/country-chapters/israel-and-palestine

17


https://www.globalministries.org/the-ywca-of-palestine-international-womens-day-statement-2024/
https://www.globalministries.org/the-ywca-of-palestine-international-womens-day-statement-2024/
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/human-rights-situation-in-opt-unohchr-23feb-2024/
https://www.un.org/unispal/document/human-rights-situation-in-opt-unohchr-23feb-2024/
https://palestine.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/peace-security-humanitarian-response/facts-and-figures/conflict-in-palestine
https://palestine.unwomen.org/en/what-we-do/peace-security-humanitarian-response/facts-and-figures/conflict-in-palestine
https://migrantwomenpress.com/2024/05/02/there-is-no-liberation-of-women-without-the-liberation-of-palestine/
https://migrantwomenpress.com/2024/05/02/there-is-no-liberation-of-women-without-the-liberation-of-palestine/
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/acaps-thematic-report-palestine-impact-war-gaza-sexual-and-reproductive-health-and-health-rights-women-and-girls-03-may-2024
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/acaps-thematic-report-palestine-impact-war-gaza-sexual-and-reproductive-health-and-health-rights-women-and-girls-03-may-2024
https://reliefweb.int/report/occupied-palestinian-territory/acaps-thematic-report-palestine-impact-war-gaza-sexual-and-reproductive-health-and-health-rights-women-and-girls-03-may-2024
https://www.alhaq.org/publications/18891.html
https://www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/sr-palestine
https://www.hrw.org/world-report/2024/country-chapters/israel-and-palestine

Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights

In 2024, the ongoing conflict in Palestine has severely compromised the economic, social,
and cultural rights of its population, particularly in Gaza. The deterioration of the right to
health, education, and adequate housing reflects a dire humanitarian crisis, compounded by
the aftermath of the October 7 attacks and subsequent military operations.

Right to Health

The right to health in Palestine, especially in Gaza, is facing an unprecedented crisis. The
healthcare system is teetering on the brink of collapse, with extensive damage to medical
infrastructure and acute shortages of essential supplies. By May 2024, 31 out of 36 hospitals
in Gaza had been damaged or destroyed, including the pivotal Al-Shifa Hospital. The
remaining facilities are operating under immense strain, grappling with a surge of casualties
and a critical lack of resources [1].

Access to healthcare has become alarmingly difficult, highlighted by reports of numerous
attacks on health facilities across the region [2]. The dire situation is further exacerbated by
fuel shortages, which are essential for sustaining life-saving medical services. The
healthcare sector in Gaza requires a daily supply of 80,000 liters of fuel, yet the available
supply falls woefully short, severely limiting the capacity for trauma care, emergency
surgeries, and other critical medical interventions [3].

Right to Education

The right to education is similarly under siege, with the ongoing conflict wreaking havoc on
educational institutions. Many schools have been damaged or destroyed, forcing children to
flee their homes and disrupting their education [4]. In Gaza, where over 1.7 million
individuals have been displaced, the educational landscape has been transformed into a
crisis zone. Makeshift shelters and overcrowded living conditions have severely limited
access to basic educational services [5].

The long-term implications of this disruption are alarming. Children in Palestine are at risk of
missing crucial learning opportunities that are vital for their development and future
prospects. The loss of educational continuity not only hampers academic achievement but
also affects the psychological and social well-being of these young individuals [6].

Right to Adequate Housing

The right to adequate housing has been catastrophically undermined by the destruction
wrought during military operations. With an estimated 10,000 individuals still missing under
rubble, entire neighborhoods have been reduced to ruins, leaving a staggering number of
people displaced [7]. Many are now seeking refuge in makeshift shelters that lack basic
necessities, including clean water and sanitation facilities [8].

The unsanitary conditions faced by displaced individuals pose significant health risks,
increasing the likelihood of disease outbreaks. This situation further compounds the already
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precarious health conditions in Gaza, creating a vicious cycle that undermines the right to
health as well [9].

Conclusion

In conclusion, the economic, social, and cultural rights in Palestine have been profoundly
compromised in 2024, particularly in Gaza. The right to health, education, and adequate

housing has been gravely undermined, leading to a humanitarian crisis with far-reaching

consequences for the population. The extensive destruction of medical infrastructure,

educational facilities, and housing has created a situation that demands urgent intervention.

Without immediate action to address these violations and uphold the rights of Palestinians,
the prospects for recovery and development remain bleak.
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Refugees and Migrants

The plight of refugees, asylum seekers, and migrant workers in Palestine during 2024 has
reached alarming levels, characterized by systemic rights violations and profound
humanitarian challenges. The ongoing conflict, especially the violence that erupted in
October 2023, has significantly exacerbated the conditions faced by these vulnerable groups

[1].
Treatment of Refugees
Living Conditions

Palestinian refugees, particularly those living in overcrowded camps, endure deteriorating
living conditions. Reports indicate that many camps suffer from high population density,
inadequate infrastructure, and a severe lack of basic services such as clean water and
sanitation. Military operations have resulted in the destruction of homes and vital
infrastructure, leaving many without proper shelter [2]. This neglect not only affects daily
survival but also undermines the dignity of these individuals [3].

Access to Asylum Procedures

Access to asylum procedures is alarmingly restricted for Palestinian refugees. The lack of
recognition from numerous countries limits their resettlement options, forcing many to remain
trapped in a cycle of displacement. The escalation of violence and instability in 2024 has
further complicated efforts to navigate existing asylum processes, leaving countless
refugees with little hope of finding safety or stability [4].

Instances of Exploitation and Abuse

Exploitation and abuse of refugees are rampant, especially in labor markets where
discrimination is common. Many refugees work under harsh conditions for meager wages,
with little to no legal protections against exploitation. Migrant workers from other regions face
similar vulnerabilities, often subjected to substandard working conditions without recourse to
justice [5].

Treatment of Asylum Seekers

Asylum seekers in Palestine confront substantial barriers to legal protections and support.
The ongoing conflict creates an environment where asylum claims are often overlooked
amid the pressing humanitarian crisis. Many individuals fleeing violence and persecution
struggle to navigate the complex legal landscape, further complicating their dire situations

[6].
International and Domestic Responses

International responses have largely centered on immediate humanitarian aid, with
organizations like UNRWA striving to provide essential services such as healthcare and
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education. However, funding shortages have severely hindered their ability to meet the
growing needs of the population. In 2024, UNRWA reported critical resource shortages,
struggling to maintain support amidst escalating humanitarian crises [7].

On the domestic front, the Palestinian Authority has faced criticism for its inadequate
response to the needs of refugees and asylum seekers. Calls for reforms to improve access
to services and protections have surfaced, yet political instability and ongoing violence have
stymied meaningful progress [8]. The failure to address these systemic issues only
perpetuates the cycle of suffering for these vulnerable groups [9].

Conclusion

In summary, the situation for refugees, asylum seekers, and migrant workers in Palestine
during 2024 is marked by severe rights violations and systemic neglect. Living conditions
remain dire, access to asylum procedures is critically limited, and instances of exploitation
are pervasive. The international community’s focus on immediate humanitarian needs, rather
than addressing the root causes of these issues, is deeply concerning. Without significant
changes in both domestic policies and international support frameworks, the plight of these
vulnerable groups is unlikely to improve.
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Legal Framework and Accountability

The legal framework and accountability mechanisms for human rights in Palestine during
2024 present a troubling landscape, rife with challenges stemming from ongoing violence
and political instability. Despite some attempts at reform, the situation remains characterized
by inadequate legal protections, widespread impunity for human rights violations, and limited
progress towards meaningful accountability .

Legal Framework and New Legislation

In 2024, the Palestinian Authority (PA) has made tentative steps towards reforming its legal
framework. Notably, discussions have emerged around ratifying the Convention against
Torture and its Optional Protocol, signaling a potential commitment to combatting torture and
ill-treatment 2. However, skepticism persists regarding the PA's ability to implement these
reforms effectively, given its ongoing struggles with governance and the erosion of public
trust 2.

Additionally, various legislative initiatives aimed at enhancing governance and accountability
have been proposed, including plans to modernize the judiciary and expand media
freedoms. These initiatives are part of a broader agenda to address systemic issues within
Palestinian governance . Nevertheless, historical patterns of unfulfilled promises cast doubt
on the PA's political will to follow through with these reforms °.

Role of the Judiciary

The judiciary in Palestine operates under considerable constraints, heavily influenced by
political pressures and a lack of independence. Many judges are appointed by the PA
president, raising serious concerns about impartiality and adherence to the rule of law °. The
judiciary's effectiveness is further undermined by ongoing conflicts and a dire lack of
resources, which leads to significant delays in delivering justice for victims of human rights
abuses .

Calls for judicial reforms to foster greater independence and professionalism have surfaced
in 2024, but these demands have yet to manifest in meaningful changes ®. The absence of

an independent judiciary perpetuates a culture of impunity, allowing perpetrators of human

rights violations to evade accountability °.

Impunity for Human Rights Violations

Impunity remains a pervasive issue in Palestine, with numerous cases of human rights
violations going unpunished . Reports indicate that both Israeli forces and PA security
forces engage in practices that violate international human rights standards without facing
legal repercussions *'. Allegations of torture and ill-treatment during detention are common,
yet investigations into these abuses remain rare 2.

Specific cases illustrate this entrenched impunity. Following violent crackdowns on protests
against military operations in Gaza, several individuals were arrested by PA security forces
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for participating in peaceful demonstrations. Despite calls for accountability from civil society
organizations, no substantial actions have been taken against those responsible for the
excessive use of force 3.

Conversely, there have been instances where international scrutiny has prompted some
degree of accountability. In 2024, a few cases involving Israeli military personnel accused of
unlawful killings were investigated; however, these investigations typically result in minimal
consequences or are dismissed altogether, highlighting the ineffectiveness of existing
mechanisms ™.

Conclusion

In summary, the legal framework and accountability mechanisms related to human rights in
Palestine during 2024 reflect a landscape fraught with challenges *°. Although there are
efforts to reform laws and enhance judicial independence, significant barriers remain due to
political instability and entrenched impunity for human rights violations *°. The lack of
effective accountability mechanisms continues to undermine public trust in governance and
perpetuates a cycle of abuse that disproportionately affects the most vulnerable populations
in Palestinian society *’. Without genuine commitment to reform and accountability from both
local authorities and the international community, the prospects for meaningful change
remain bleak *.
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International Relations and Human Rights

In 2024, Palestine’s international relations regarding human rights have been heavily
influenced by the ongoing conflict and the subsequent advocacy efforts surrounding human
rights violations. [1] The engagement with various UN bodies has become a focal point for
the Palestinian Authority (PA), which has sought to bring attention to alleged war crimes and
demand accountability for the high civilian death toll resulting from Israeli military actions in
Gaza. [2] The PA's appeals for an arms embargo and sanctions against Israel reflect a
desperate attempt to garner international support, labeling these actions as genocidal,
particularly concerning the tragic loss of women and children. [3]

Despite these efforts, the PA faces a complex and often unyielding geopolitical landscape.
[4] While the UN General Assembly has considered resolutions calling for an end to the
Israeli occupation and has recognized the International Court of Justice's ruling against
Israel's presence in Palestinian territories, the results have frequently been stymied by
opposition from powerful allies like the United States. [5] This has created a scenario where
vocal condemnations of Israeli actions exist in tandem with a significant lack of concrete
measures—such as sanctions or arms embargoes—that could potentially hold Israel
accountable. [6]

International pressure on Israel has indeed intensified, driven by human rights organizations
and certain member states that advocate for accountability. [7] Reports documenting
systemic abuses, including arbitrary arrests and collective punishment against Palestinians,
have led to increased calls for sanctions. [8] However, the absence of a unified international
response often stems from nations prioritizing strategic alliances over human rights
considerations. [9] The outcome is a dichotomy: widespread acknowledgment of the human
rights crisis in Palestine, but minimal action that translates into real change. [10]

The implications of these international dynamics on the domestic human rights situation in
Palestine are profound. [11] While the PA seeks to enhance its legitimacy through
international endorsements, it concurrently grapples with internal issues, including its own
human rights abuses. [12] The suppression of dissent through arbitrary arrests and
restrictions on freedom of expression not only undermines the PA's credibility but also raises
concerns about governance and accountability. [13] Moreover, the humanitarian crisis in
Gaza, which has captured global attention, remains politically charged. [14] Humanitarian aid
is often contingent upon political negotiations rather than purely humanitarian needs, which
exacerbates the existing vulnerabilities faced by Palestinian populations. [15]

In summary, Palestine’s international relations concerning human rights in 2024 illustrate a
complex interplay of advocacy and geopolitical challenges. [16] Despite increased
engagement with UN bodies and a growing clamor for accountability regarding Israeli
actions, the international community’s limited pressure reveals a troubling reality. [17] The
PA's struggle for legitimacy amid its own human rights violations complicates efforts to
improve the overall situation. [18] Without a concerted international effort to hold violators
accountable and to support meaningful reforms within Palestinian governance structures, the
prospects for enhancing human rights conditions in Palestine remain grim. [19]
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Recommendations

The human rights situation in Palestine demands urgent and systematic reforms from all
stakeholders, including the Palestinian Authority (PA), international bodies, and civil society
organizations. The following recommendations provide a critical framework for addressing
ongoing violations and promoting accountability, justice, and the protection of fundamental

rights.

Recommendations for the Palestinian Authority

1.

Prioritize Legal Frameworks:

The PA must move beyond rhetoric and actively ratify and implement international
human rights treaties, notably the Convention against Torture. This commitment
should be accompanied by comprehensive legislation that explicitly criminalizes
torture and arbitrary detention, ensuring that these protections are not merely
symbolic.

. Reform the Judiciary:

A judiciary that is free from political manipulation is non-negotiable. The PA should
establish a transparent process for judicial appointments based on merit, alongside
robust training programs for judges on human rights law. Only then can the judiciary
serve as a credible check on executive power.

End Human Rights Violations by Security Forces:

The PA must institute immediate and mandatory human rights training for all security
personnel. Establishing independent oversight bodies to investigate allegations of
misconduct is essential; without accountability, violations will persist.

Protect Vulnerable Populations:

The PA’s policies must explicitly address the needs of women, children, LGBTQ+
individuals, and ethnic or religious minorities. This includes creating mechanisms for
reporting abuses and ensuring access to justice for these groups, rather than merely
issuing statements of intent.

Facilitate Humanitarian Access:

It is imperative for the PA to cooperate fully with international humanitarian
organizations, ensuring unfettered access to Gaza and the West Bank. This includes
not only logistical support but also political backing to enable these organizations to
function effectively.

Recommendations for International Bodies
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. Implement Targeted Sanctions:

International bodies should take decisive action by imposing targeted sanctions on
individuals or entities found guilty of severe human rights violations. This measure
would signal that impunity for abuses will not be tolerated.

. Support Independent Investigations:

There is a pressing need for independent international investigations into human
rights abuses committed by all parties involved in the conflict. International bodies
should provide funding and logistical support to facilitate these investigations,
ensuring that accountability becomes a reality.

. Advocate for Arms Embargoes:

A comprehensive arms embargo on both Israel and Palestinian armed groups is
essential until there is a clear commitment to cease violence against civilians. This
must be a priority for international bodies aiming to uphold human rights standards.

. Increase Humanitarian Aid:

Humanitarian aid must not only be increased but also targeted to address the
immediate needs of affected populations. International bodies should prioritize
funding for health services, education, and housing reconstruction in Gaza and the
West Bank.

. Utilize Diplomatic Leverage:

International actors must employ diplomatic channels to compel Israel to halt its
practices of collective punishment. This includes lifting the blockade on Gaza, which
has exacerbated humanitarian crises and violated the rights of countless individuals.

Recommendations for Civil Society Organizations

1. Enhance Advocacy Campaigns:

Civil society organizations must step up their advocacy efforts, utilizing both

grassroots initiatives and international platforms to expose human rights violations in

Palestine. This requires a strategic focus on mobilizing local and global support.

2. Document Violations Diligently:

Continuous and meticulous documentation of human rights abuses is critical for

accountability. Civil society must collaborate with international human rights

organizations to amplify their findings, ensuring that these violations are recognized

on the global stage.
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3. Empower Communities:

Educational programs that inform communities about their rights and available legal
protections are essential. Workshops focused on civic engagement and governance
can empower individuals to hold authorities accountable.

4. Provide Support for Victims:

Establishing comprehensive support networks for victims of human rights abuses is
crucial. This includes legal aid, psychological counseling, and rehabilitation programs
to help victims recover and reintegrate into society.

5. Build International Solidarity:

Civil society organizations should actively seek partnerships with global human rights
advocacy groups. Building solidarity movements can amplify voices calling for justice
and support for Palestinian rights, fostering a broader commitment to human rights.

Conclusion

The path to improving the human rights situation in Palestine is fraught with challenges, but
it is achievable through concerted and decisive action from the PA, international bodies, and
civil society. These recommendations highlight the need for systemic changes, accountability
mechanisms, and community empowerment. Only by addressing the root causes of human
rights violations can we hope to build a just society where all individuals can enjoy their
fundamental rights free from repression and violence.
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Conclusion:

The 2024 Human Rights Report on Palestine underscores the grave and persistent human
rights issues affecting the region, marked by escalating violence and systemic violations.
The data presented reveals an alarming toll: over 34,800 fatalities in the Gaza Strip, with a
significant portion being civilians, including children and women. In the West Bank, the
record-high fatalities caused by Israeli forces demonstrate the urgent need for accountability
and justice.

The report highlights the severe implications of administrative detention, with nearly 3,000
Palestinians held without charge, raising profound concerns regarding due process and the
rule of law. Additionally, the violence inflicted during the October 7 assault illustrates the dire
consequences of ongoing hostilities, with substantial civilian casualties resulting from both
Palestinian armed groups and Israeli military actions.

These findings not only reflect a crisis in human rights but also indicate a broader pattern of
violations that warrant immediate and sustained international attention. The importance of
continued monitoring cannot be overstated, as it is essential for promoting accountability,
safeguarding human dignity, and advocating for the rights of affected populations.

In conclusion, it is imperative for the global community, regional actors, and human rights
organizations to remain vigilant and proactive in addressing these critical issues. By
fostering dialogue, supporting humanitarian efforts, and pushing for legal and institutional
reforms, we can strive towards a future where human rights are respected and upheld for all
individuals in Palestine. Only through concerted efforts can we hope to alleviate the suffering
of those impacted and work towards a just and lasting resolution to the ongoing human
rights crisis in the region.
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Appendices

Appendix A: Statistical Data on Human Rights Issues

1. Fatalities and Casualties

Gaza Strip (October 7, 2023 - May 2024):

Estimated fatalities: 34,800

Civilians: 24,682

Children: 7,356

Women: 5,419

Causes: Military actions by both Israeli forces and Palestinian groups.

West Bank (2023):

e Israeli forces killed 464 Palestinians
e Including 109 children
e Note: This marks the highest annual fatalities recorded since 2005.

October 7 Assault:

e Palestinian armed groups killed at least 815 civilians during their attacks in Israel.
e Including 282 women and 36 children.

2. Detention and Imprisonment

As of December 1, 2023:
Israeli authorities held 2,873 Palestinians in administrative detention without charge.

This figure represents a record high in three decades.

Appendix B: Glossary of Legal and Human Rights Terms

e War Crimes: Serious violations of the laws of war that include willful killing, torture,
taking hostages, and attacks against civilians.

e Crimes Against Humanity: Widespread or systematic attacks against civilian
populations, including extermination, murder, and gender persecution.

e Administrative Detention: Holding individuals without charge or trial based on
secret information; often criticized for lack of due process.

e Human Shields: The use of civilians to deter attacks on combatants or military
objectives.

e Gender-Based Violence (GBV): Harmful acts directed at individuals based on their
gender; includes sexual violence and harassment.
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